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*God’s Generals- the Revivalists”     
          

              Francis Asbury 
 

”When he came to America he rented no house, he hired no lodgings, 

he made no arrangements to board anywhere, but simply set out upon 

the Long Road, and was still traveling forty-five years later when Death 

finally caught up with him.”  Matthew 8:20, Luke 9:58 

 

   “The Prophet of the Long-Road” 
 

History records that Asbury rode more than a quarter of a million miles on horseback and crossed 

the Allegheny Mountains more than sixty times…  He stayed in 10,000 households and preached over 

17,000 sermons. 
 

Early Life 
 Born in 1745 in Staffordshire England in a Methodist home; his mother encouraged him to rise 

early (4AM) so he could blacksmith apprentice and still have time to read his bible. 

 Francis began preaching publicly at the age of 15 and when he was 22, the Methodist Conference 

gave him a probationary license to preach and within a year he was assigned his own circuit. 

 In Sept 1771, Asbury responded to a request by John Wesley for volunteers to help disciple new 

converts in the American colonies.  He left England never to return or see his family again. 

 

American Colonies 
 Asbury arrived in Philadelphia in late October 1771 as a British citizen, but with a heart touched 

by God for the American colonists.  From his journal, he records his first impressions: 
 

“The people looked on us with pleasure, hardly knowing how to show their love sufficiently, bidding 

us welcome with fervent affection and receiving us as angels of God.  O that we may always walk 

worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called!  When I came near the American shore my very 

heart melted w/in me to think from whence I came, where I was going, and what I was going about.” 
 

 Five years later in 1776, as the American Revolution was beginning every other Methodist leader 

from England left the colonies to return to the safety of England, but Asbury would not leave the 

mission field to which he had been called.  He had to hide out for a period of time, as John 

Wesley urged the colonies to reconcile with the Crown and Methodist ministers were seen as 

“spies for King George III.”    Asbury’s heart and allegiances had changed though and he stayed 

in America and in 1780 was officially recognized as a citizen of Delaware.  
 

“I can by no means agree to leave such a field for gathering souls to Christ, as we have in America.  

It would be an eternal dishonor to the Methodists, that we should all leave the 3,000 souls, who 

desire to commit themselves to our care; neither is it the part of a good shepherd to leave his flock in 

time of danger; therefore, I am determined, by the grace of God, not to leave them, let the 

consequence be what it may.” ~ Francis Asbury 1776  (John 10:11-13) 
 

Ministry 

In contrast to the common practice of the day to preach to large crowds and gatherings in the major 

cities of an area, Asbury felt a draw to those on the forefront of the wild frontier of America. 
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CIRCUIT TRAIL MINISTRY 

 Asbury and other circuit riders were not part of some romantic image of frontier life, but 

rather part of the realities of life and death, pain and misery, played out on the sometimes 

hidden trails and roads to nowhere. 

 They encountered wolves who stalked them, hailstones that pelted them, chiggers and ticks 

that preyed on their flesh, and unmerciful summer sun and winter winds. 

 A popular saying in Asbury’s time to describe a harsh weather day was,  

“There is nothing out today but crows and Methodist preachers.” 
 

The American Methodist system was based on a man’s willingness to forgo all worldly comforts in 

order to gain a heavenly crown by spreading the gospel wherever he travelled.  “No family was too 

poor, no house too filthy, no people too ignorant to receive the good news that life could be better!” 

2 Timothy 4:7-8; Luke 4:18; Isaiah 61:1 
 

TRAVELING ORDINATION SERVICE  

America was expanding incredibly fast and the traditional old-line denominations could not keep up 

with the rate of growth.  They could not train clergymen and establish churches fast enough.  

 Asbury and the Methodists were more loosely organized and often preferred to preach 

without credentials, allowing them to better relate to the common people they encountered. 

 Whenever Asbury came to a new area, he would find a place to preach, stay with a local 

family, and pray with those present to accept Christ.  As he did this, a new Methodist society 

would be born.  Matthew 28:19 

 Whenever he found a young man worthy of the ministry, he would ordain him as a Methodist 

clergyman and appoint him a new circuit. 

 4 Questions posed to evaluate a prospective Methodist Itinerant Minister 

1. Is this man truly converted? (SALVATION) 

2. Does he know and keep our rules? (HOLINESS) 

3. Can he preach acceptably? (INTEGRITY to the WORD of GOD) 

4. Has he a horse? 

 Each Methodist preacher was responsible for a circuit that was between 200-500 miles. 
 

Methodism grew as a web-like network across the new territories, from one corner of the nation to 

the other; with it, the Gospel became the common language shared by most Americans and revival 

became the common thread that wove together the American people as a nation. 
 

HEART for PEOPLE 

“No one mastered the art of simultaneously exercising inclusive participation and exclusive authority 

better than Asbury.” ~Darius Salter 

 Asbury did not live a privileged life and often had little but the clothes on his back, but he 

was driven forward because he saw the American frontiersmen in the same or worse shape. 

“It wasn’t the love of the road that kept him going; but the love of the man who lived by the road.” 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 

Legacy 
 Stayed with the American people during the revolution and eventually split the American 

Methodist from the English Methodist, allowing it to grow independently. 

 Growth of American Methodist church from approximately 300 members upon his arrival in 

1771 to over 212,000 members in 1813, three years before his death- 1816. 

 Advocate for abolishing slavery.  Met with George Washington on this matter. 

 Without political motivation, the Methodist circuit riders Asbury initiated and oversaw tied 

together the American people from major cities to the farthest outreaches of the frontier. 


